
 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION 

Division of Water Resources 
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower 

312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, 11th Floor 
Nashville, Tennessee 37243 

Proposed General Permit for Recreational Prospecting 

Notice of Public Hearing 2014-005 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

Where the Commissioner finds that a category of activities or discharges would be appropriately 

regulated under a general permit, the Commissioner may use a general permit to authorize 

alterations to waters for specific categories of activities that are substantially similar in nature 

and that result in no more than an insignificant or de-minimis degradation of water quality. 

Notice of coverage by the division of activities that qualify under general permits may also serve 

as a §401 Water Quality Certification pursuant to The Clean Water Act. 

GENERAL PERMIT DESCRIPTION 

The Division of Water Resources has drafted and proposes to issue a general Aquatic Resource 

Alteration Permit for recreational prospecting in Tennessee’s waters. This general permit would 

authorize various methods of recreational prospecting for gold or other precious and semi-

precious ores, metals, and minerals in the waters of Tennessee. It would establish limits of work 

and notification procedures required for approval. The draft permit can be reviewed at any of the 

Department’s offices, at the following web site http://www.tn.gov/environment/ppo/, or by 

sending a request in writing to the above address or by email to water.permits@tn.gov. 

For the purposes of this general permit, recreational prospecting is divided into two categories or 

classes. The classification is based on whether the prospecting is done manually or mechanically. 

The two classes have different limits and conditions under which the work may be carried out. 

Class 1 includes non-mechanized forms of prospecting including, but not limited to: pans, 

hand-powered sucker tubes, portable hand sluices and rocker boxes. 

Class 2 includes mechanized forms of prospecting including, but not limited to: dredges, 

highbankers, powered sluices and trommels. 

The division’s other ARAP general permits will expire on June 30, 2015. The division proposes 

to limit the duration of this general permit to one year with an expiration date of June 30, 2015. 

The recreational prospecting general permit would, if appropriate, be re-issued in cycle with the 

re-issuance of the other general permits. 

PERMIT CONSIDERATIONS 

In deciding whether to issue this permit, the department will consider all comments of record and 

the requirements of applicable federal and state laws. The department will also consider loss of 

waters or habitat, diminishment in biological diversity, cumulative or secondary impacts to water 

resources, and adverse impact to unique, high quality, or impaired waters. 

LOCATION 

Certain surface waters within the state of Tennessee. 

http://www.tn.gov/environment/ppo/
mailto:water.permits@tn.gov


 

 

ANTI-DEGRADATION DETERMINATION 

In accordance with the Tennessee Anti-degradation Statement (Rule 0400-40-03-.06), the 

division has determined that activities conducted under this general permit will not result in more 

than de minimis degradation to water quality. 

NOTICE AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

The purpose of this notice is to inform interested parties of this draft permit and to ask for 

comments and information necessary to determine possible impacts to water quality. Persons 

wishing to comment on the proposal are invited to submit written comments to the department or 

to attend one of the scheduled public hearings listed below. All comments must be received by 

May 27, 2014. Comments will become part of the record and will be considered in the final 

decision.  

The department will hold public hearings on this draft general permit on May 15, 2014, utilizing 

video conferencing to connect each grand division of the state, with Knoxville as the primary 

hearing location (TDEC staff will also be present in Middle and West Tennessee in advance of 

the Presentation and Public Hearing to answer questions during the Open House Information 

Sessions):    

Date May 15, 2014  

 

East Tennessee Knoxville Environmental Field Office  

3711 Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 

 4:00 p.m. EDT – Open House Information Session 

 6:00 p.m. EDT – Presentation & Public Hearing (primary hearing 

location) 

Middle Tennessee Fleming Training Center 

2022 Blanton Dr, 

Murfreesboro, TN 37129 

3:00 p.m. CDT – Open House Information Session 

5:00 p.m. CDT – Presentation & Public Hearing (join Knoxville 

presentation and hearing by videoconference.) 
 

West Tennessee Jackson Environmental Field Office 

1625 Hollywood Drive 

Jackson, TN 38305 

3:00 p.m. CDT – Open House Information Session 

5:00 p.m. CDT – Presentation & Public Hearing (join Knoxville 

presentation and hearing by videoconference.) 
 

Persons wishing to comment on or object to the issuance of the general permit are invited to 

deliver oral or written comment at the public hearing. The hearing officer will limit all testimony 

to relevant water quality issues and may limit testimony in the interest of time. However, all 

persons desiring to speak will be given an opportunity to do so. Written testimony will be 

accepted following the hearing and will be considered part of the official record. Please submit 



 

 

comments in writing to the division at the address printed below. The comments must be 

received by May 27, 2014. After considering all public comments, the division will publish a 

final permit decision and a notice of the division’s determinations. 

Interested persons may obtain additional information or inspect and copy related documents 

during business hours at the division’s offices.  

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation is committed to principles of equal 

opportunity, equal access and affirmative action. Individuals with disabilities who wish to 

participate in these proceedings (or to review these filings) should contact the Tennessee 

Department of Environment and Conservation to discuss any auxiliary aids or services needed to 

facilitate such participation. Contact for services should be made no less than ten days in advance 

to allow time to provide such aid or services. Contact the ADA Coordinator at 1-866-253-5827 

for further information. Hearing impaired callers may use the Tennessee Relay Service (1-800-

848-0298). 

 


